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H Z 7) }E 91 The History of Omoto (Rohdea Japonica Roth)
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In the year 1606, Tokugawa leyasu, the first shogun of the Edo period, had a
housewarming celebration for the Edo Castle. It is said that he had 3 pots of Omoto
sent from the Mikawa region (his home land), according to Chinese tradition, for
the occasion. Since that time, many people began using Omoto as a lucky grass
for celebratory occasions, and it is even used today for weddings, births, the building
of a new house, when moving to a different house, and on many other happy
occasions.

Omoto was established as a horticultural variety during the Genroku period
(1688—1703), a time when many forms of culture flourished. As horticulture began
fo attract a large following, people came to appreciate the exceptional form of
the Omoto leaf as an object of beauty. Even as far in the past as the Muromachi
period (1338—1573), it is on record that Omoto was used as a material in lkebana
(flower arrangement). It can perhaps be said that it was at this time that Omoto
rapidly spread all over Japan and the culture surrounding Omoto first began to
blossom.
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Omoto is a plant that does not require long periods of strong sunshine. A suitable
temperature range for its growth is a winter low of 0°C and a summer high of
approximately 25°C.

We can learn about its characteristics from the conditions and environment in
which it grows uncultivated.

The Omoto plant, belonging to the lily family and Omoto genus, is an evergreen
that lives for many years and is quite resistant to the cold. It grows wild in Japan
and China. Its geographical range starts in the north at Kinkazan mountain in Miyagi
Prefecture on the Pacific Ocean side of Japan, the Noto Peninsula on the Japan
Sea side, and extends as far south as Okinawa. On the Pacific Ocean side, it is
to be found on land deep in the interior, and can be seen in great numbers in
mountainous regions. On the Japan Sea side, it grows wild along the coastling,
even in winter, In spots that are warm in comparison to other locations.

In general, it favors those luxurious spots that receive warm sunshine in winter
and bathe in cool shade in summer.
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The Classification and lineage of Omoto
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The varieties of Omoto are subdivided by the nature
of the leaf, changes in leaf shape, and the spots the
leaves contain. However, by dividing genetic populations
into single lineages according to leaf length, three
simple classifications arise: large leaf, medium leaf
and small leaf (Oba, Chuba and Kaba, respectively).
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Suiko Gunjaku lineage
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Negishifu (Chiyodafu) lineage
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Leaves that look like sparrow beaks and
shimakoryu lineage characteristics are
passed on
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Rasha lineage
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Leaf tips have sparrow’s beak-shaped
covering
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Of course, even within the same variety, leal length
can change according to the culivation technique.
However, according 1o standard cultivation techniques,
leaves have been classified into standard lenaths.

oL arge leaf variety: Leaf length 25—50 cm (approx.
20% of all varieties)

s[\ledium leaf variety: Leaf length 15—25 cm
{approx. 40% of all varieties)

sSmall leaf variety: Leaf length 3— 15 cm (approx.
409 of all varieties)

Koba variety

Thick leaves with
black spots resembling patches
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Thick leaves, back

of leaves are flat
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Rasha Gomafu lineage
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Thick leaves with black spots
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Naturally curved leaves

appear

TSURU-NO-MA

# FHBCEOM IR OBHER WO e &) L Twa) A
HED A NOBHER: (RONDHH L -2 LWV DA SRIEN H 5.




